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Author guidelines final report –  
format scientific article 

Journal of Master Forensic Science 
 
It is expected that the final Research Project Report is written in the form of a manuscript which could be 
submitted to a journal. These author guidelines are adjusted from the author guidelines for the Elsevier 
journals Forensic Science International, Forensic Science International: Genetics, and Digital Investigation. 
Information not relevant for the main article (such as sub questions, methods, techniques or results not 
described in the article) should be added to the appendix or supplementary materials. In addition, do not 
explain text book knowledge in your manuscript. You can assume your reading audience consists of fellow 
scientists who are experts in their field. 
 
A very good report displays a high level of understanding of the forensic context, in other words it displays a 
"forensic awareness" and answers questions such as "What does the forensic community need?" and "How 
could this innovation be used in forensic practice?".  Apart from the forensic topic and a forensic relevant 
research question, the challenge is to write a Research Project Report that is valuable for the forensic 
community and might even get published.  
 
Article type 
Research article: Original contributions in the many different scientific disciplines pertaining to the forensic 
sciences. Report practical or theoretical forensic research in min. 7.000 to max. 10.000 words (equivalent to 
about 10 to 15 pages). This is excluding the title page, tables and figures, references and supplementary 
materials. 
 
Language 
Please write your text in good English (American or British usage is accepted, but not a mixture of these). To 
avoid unnecessary errors you are strongly advised to use the 'spell-check' and 'grammar-check' functions of 
your word processor. 
 
Lay-out 
Very important: It is not allowed to copy the exact lay-out of a journal. For example, you should not include a 
main heading which is on the first page at the top of an article and it is not necessary to use two columns of 
written text. This could cause the impression that it is published work and that could cause copy right issues, it 
is also not the form in which original manuscripts are submitted to scientific journals. 
 
Figures and tables embedded in text 
Please ensure the figures and the tables are placed next to the relevant text in the manuscript. Figures, 
including photographs, should be referred to in the article text as Fig. 1, Figs 2–4. References to tables should 
not be abbreviated, i.e. Table 1. 
Figure captions: Ensure that each illustration has a caption and that the corresponding caption is placed 
directly below the figure. A caption should comprise a brief title (not on the figure itself) and a description of 
the illustration. Keep text in the illustrations themselves to a minimum but explain all symbols and 
abbreviations used. Number figures consecutively in accordance with their appearance in the text. 
Tables: Ensure that each table has a caption and that the corresponding caption is placed directly above the 
table and place any table notes below the table body. Please submit tables as editable text and not as images. 
Number tables consecutively in accordance with their appearance in the text. Be sparing in the use of tables 
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and ensure that the data presented in them do not duplicate results described elsewhere in the article. Please 
avoid using vertical rules and shading in table cells. 
 
Title page 
The following information should be stated on the front page of your report: 
• title of the research project, should be concise and informative. Titles are often used in information-

retrieval systems. Avoid abbreviations and formulae where possible. 
• name of student and student ID, 
• the number of EC, 
• period during which research project was carried out, 
• Master Forensic science, University of Amsterdam 
• name of supervisor(s) including affiliation(s), 
• name of examiner including affiliation(s), 
• name of (research) institute where the project was performed, 
• date of submission. 
 
Headings 
The manuscript should be constructed with these main headings: Abstract, Keywords, Introduction, Material & 
Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusion (optional), Acknowledgement (optional), References, and 
Supplementary Materials. 
Please note: if particular sections are not applicable to a specific forensic field the guideline format can be 
adapted after discussion with the supervisor. 
 
Abstract 
A concise and factual abstract is required of max. 350 words. The abstract should state briefly the purpose of 
the research, the principal results and major conclusions. An abstract is often presented separately from the 
article, so it must be able to stand alone. For this reason, references should be avoided, but if essential, then 
cite the author(s) and year(s). Also, non-standard or uncommon abbreviations should be avoided, but if 
essential they must be defined at their first mention in the abstract itself. 
 
Keywords 
Immediately after the abstract, provide a minimum of three and maximum of 6 keywords, avoiding general 
and plural terms and multiple concepts (avoid, for example, 'and', 'of'). Be sparing with abbreviations: only 
abbreviations firmly established in the field may be eligible. These keywords will be used for indexing 
purposes. 
 
Introduction 
State the objectives of the work and provide an adequate background of published work of relevance to your 
study. However, a detailed literature survey or a summary of the results should be avoided. It is not common 
to use subheadings in the introduction section. 
 
Material and Methods 
Provide sufficient details to allow the work to be reproduced by an independent researcher. Methods that are 
already published should be summarized, and indicated by a reference. If quoting directly from a previously 
published method, use quotation marks and also cite the source. Any modifications to existing methods should 
also be described. You can use subheadings to structure this section. 
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Results 
Results should be clear and concise. State the results and draw attention in the text to important details 
shown in tables and figures. You can use subheadings to structure this section. Subheadings can be used to 
arrive at a logical order in the presentation of the results. 
 
Discussion 
This should explore the significance of the results of the work, not repeat them. Avoid extensive citations and 
discussion of published literature. The discussion should point out the significance of the results in relation to 
the reasons for doing the work, and place them in the context of other work. You can use subheadings to 
structure this section. The forensic context and relevance of the work is typically part of the discussion and the 
same holds for recommendations for future work. 
 
Conclusion (optional) 
The main conclusions of the study could be presented in a short Conclusions section of one paragraph, which 
may stand alone or form a subsection of a Discussion section. 
 
Acknowledgements (optional) 
A brief statement acknowledging collaborators and research assistants who do not meet the criteria for 
authorship described above, or acknowledging funding sources, providing relevant permit numbers (including 
institutional animal use permits), or giving recognition to organizations that made the work possible. 
 
References 
Please ensure that every reference cited in the text is also present in the reference list (and vice versa). Any 
references cited in the abstract must be given in full. Unpublished results and personal communications are 
not recommended in the reference list, but may be mentioned in the text. If these references are included in 
the reference list they should follow the standard reference style of the journal and should include a 
substitution of the publication date with either 'Unpublished results' or 'Personal communication'. Citation of a 
reference as 'in press' implies that the item has been accepted for publication.  
 
Most journals have their reference template available in many of the most popular reference management 
software products. These include all products that support Citation Style Language styles, such as Mendeley 
and Zotero, as well as EndNote. Using the word processor plug-ins from these products, authors only need to 
select the appropriate journal template when preparing their article, after which citations and bibliographies 
will be automatically formatted in the journal's style. 
There are no strict requirements on reference formatting at submission. References can be in any style or 
format as long as the style is consistent. Use of DOI is highly encouraged. If you do wish to format the 
references yourself they should be arranged according to the following examples: 
 
Reference style 
Text: Indicate references by number(s) in square brackets in line with the text. The actual authors can be 
referred to, but the reference number(s) must always be given. 
Example: '..... as demonstrated [3,6]. Barnaby and Jones [8] obtained a different result ....' 
List: Number the references (numbers in square brackets) in the list in the order in which they appear 
in the text. 
Examples: 
Reference to a journal publication: 
[1] J. van der Geer, J.A.J. Hanraads, R.A. Lupton, The art of writing a scientific article, J. Sci. Commun. 
163 (2010) 51–59. 
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Reference to a book: 
[2] W. Strunk Jr., E.B. White, The Elements of Style, fourth ed., Longman, New York, 2000. 
Reference to a chapter in an edited book: 
[3] G.R. Mettam, L.B. Adams, How to prepare an electronic version of your article, in: B.S. Jones, R.Z. 
Smith (Eds.), Introduction to the Electronic Age, E-Publishing Inc., New York, 2009, pp. 281–304. 
Reference to a website: 
[4] Cancer Research UK, Cancer statistics reports for the UK. http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/ 
aboutcancer/statistics/cancerstatsreport/, 2003 (accessed 13 March 2003). 
Reference to a dataset: 
[dataset] [5] M. Oguro, S. Imahiro, S. Saito, T. Nakashizuka, Mortality data for Japanese oak wilt 
disease and surrounding forest compositions, Mendeley Data, v1, 2015. https://doi.org/10.17632/ 
xwj98nb39r.1. 
 
Supplementary materials 
Besides the main results described in the article an appendix/supplementary materials should be added 
covering everything which could not be included in the main article, such as: 
• research (sub)questions arising from the project which are not covered in the article (including those of 

which the results failed, or of which the results are irrelevant for the final conclusion in the supplementary 
materials); 

• all used methods and techniques not described in the article; 
• discussion of discovered results, which are not relevant to the final conclusion; 
• tables and figures covering data details that are too extensive to be included in the article. 
Please submit your material together with the article and supply a numbered (e.g. Appendix 1, or A1, A2 etc.), 
concise, descriptive caption for each supplementary file. 
 
Research data 
Journals often encourage and enable you to share data that supports your research publication where 
appropriate. Research data refers to the results of observations or experimentation that validate research 
findings. To facilitate reproducibility and data reuse, journals often also encourage you to share your software, 
code, models, algorithms, protocols, methods and other useful materials related to the project. Discuss with 
your supervisor and examiner how to make sure that the research data remains available after finishing your 
project. 


